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ASSUMPTION: 


The present relative low attainment in education programs by the 
Canadian Indians is due to a number of identifiable factors which 
might include such things as: environment, program deficiencies, 
facilities, historical background, culture conflict, etc. 
PURPOSE. OF THE PROJECT: 
To assess the education program for Canadian Indians and gain 
insight into how the Indian educational attainment can be brought 
up to the Ontario standard. 
PHASE 1 
An examination of the Education program for Indians in 
the province of Ontario. This examination is to be 
designed to provide a historical and analytical account 
of the evolution of Indian Education and hopefully, 
insight and fuller understanding of strengths and weak- 
messes of the past the present programs. The date 
accumulated and knowledge gained may then be applied and 
tested, etc., through a series of regional meetings 
with Indian leaders and educators across Canada as 
described in Phase ll. 
The Ontario study would deal with such matters as: 
(a) The philosophy and intent of the education programs offered 
Indians - both past and present. 
(b) An analysis of the varying jurisdictions in the education 
field - both past and present, (i.e. Federal, Provincial, Church, 


etc. ) 
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(c) The part that culture and value systems play in the 
educational process. 
(d) The scope and quality of programs in terms of: 
1. Pre-school activity to deal with language factors etc. 
11. The impact of change by the system on the Indian culture 
TPieeDLversity Of opportunity. 
1V. Relevance of the curriculum to the needs of the Indians: 
regional differences, etc. 
V. Parent involvement in education (Home & School, etc.) 
V1. Qualifications of teachers. 
Vll. The availability of education to the total Indian 
population. 
(e) Discrimination and its impact on motivation for education, 
(i.e. text book image, movies, stereotypes, etc.) 
(f) The impact that community conditions have on the education 
of Indians such as: 
1. the unemployed father with family dependent on welfare. 
2. poor housing - lack of study facility 
3. unviable community 
(g) What role the Indians have had in the planning, organizing 
and administering of their educational programs. 
It is proposed that a researcher be engaged to carry out the 
research as outlined in Phase l. The researcher would also 
develop an overall project design delineating further questions 
for research and indicating how the theoretical and action 


research phase should dovetail. 
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PHASE 1) 
Phase 11 would be designed to permit the full involvement of 
the Indian people in Canada in the project. This would entail 
a series of regional workshops where the Indian people would 
be able to come into dialogue with the researchers and the 
aeene: Sdcucators . Bhe purpose here would pe to cain full 
national involvement of the Indian people. 
Regional workshops might be held in:- 

(a) Atlantic Provinces 

(b) Maritimes 

(c) Western Canada 

(d) British Columbia 

(e) Yellowknife 
It is suggested that the I.E.A. carry forward this phase of 
the work utilizing their now forming Divisions to take 
responsibility for some of the regional meetings. 
PHASE? 111 
Phase 111 of the study would be the development of a national 
dialogue on native education to consider the findings of all 
the research, and develop recommendations for changes. 
Phases 11 and 111 of the design could be carried forward by 
Ciolve sh ut leaineethe action research method. The 
National Conference would be the culmination of the project 
and an opportunity for the Indian leaders to specifically 
request, re become involved in changes that must be made to 


inspire a more effective education program. 
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